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Introduction

• How “separate” is
separate enough when it
comes to church and
state?
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Early Establishment Clause Jurisprudence

• Everson v. Board of
Education (1947)

• Board of Education
v. Allen (1968)

• Engel v. Vitale (1962)

• School District of
Abington Township
v. Schempp (1963)
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The Lemon Test

• Walz v. Tax Commission
of the City of New York
(1970)

• Lemon v. Kurtzman
(1971)

• Tilton v. Richardson
(1971)
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The Erosion of Lemon

• Zelman
v. Simmons-Harris
(2002)

• Lamb’s Chapel v. Center
Moriches Union Free
School District (1993)

• Rosenberger v. University
of Virginia (1995)

• Trinity Lutheran Church
v. Comer (2017)
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Religion and Public Education

• Epperson v. Arkansas
(1968)

• Edwards v. Aguillard
(1987)

• Wallace v. Jaffree (1985)

• Santa Fe Independent
School District v. Doe
(2000)
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Religious Displays in the Public Square

• County of Allegheny
v. ACLU (1989)

• Van Orden v. Perry
(2005)

• Town of Greece
v. Galloway (2014)

• Hosanna-Tabor
Evangelical Lutheran
Church and School
v. EEOC (2012)
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Discussion

• Establishment Clause jurisprudence remains one of the most
fraught areas of constitutional law.

• The Supreme Court has proved unable to settle upon a
consistent paradigm under which religion cases (either exercise
or establishment-related) are to be adjudicated.
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