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Why do I care?

• Selfishly, because we want to accomplish research efficiently
and accurately. Legally, we must care about these things.

• Selflessly, our research subjects have rights that we cannot
simply ignore. Historically, we have a bad track record here.
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Tuskeegee syphilis experiments (1932-1972)

• Covertly studied
progression of untreated
syphilis

• Involved 600 black men,
2/3 of whom were
infected

• Continued even after
penicillin accepted as
treatment option
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Willowbrook hepatitis experiments (1956-1970)

• Mentally challenged
children in NY school
intentially given hepatitis

• Parents gave consent to
study their children

• Little regard given to
vulnerability of children
or institution’s
responsibility to protect
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Milgram “shock” experiments (1961)1

• Meant to study
obedience to authority

• Subjects misled to
believe they were
researching learning
patterns

• Subjects coerced to
inflict increasing amounts
of pain (65% inflicted
maximal pain)

1Good Radiolab episode covering this (t.ly/r9PC).
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Zimbardo Stanford prison experiment (1970)

• A six-day debacle
designed to study the
psychology of authority

• Subjects randomly
assigned to be either
prisoners or guards

• Subjects quickly assumed
their roles—too well
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Conflicts of interest

• Sources of funding for
research can call into
question the objectivity
of findings.

• If these sources aren’t
disclosed, the “moral
authority” of science can
be abused.
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The Belmont Report (1979)

Its three guiding ethical principles help form the basis for
regulation of human subject research:

1. Respect for persons
• Individuals are autonomous and largely capable of

self-determination
• Those not capable of self-determination are entitled to

protection

2. Beneficence
• Researchers have an obligation not to harm subjects
• Reserchers have an obligatio to maximize benefits to subjects

3. Justice
• The benefits and risks of research are distributed equally
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Institutional review boards

• Mandated by the US Department of Health and Human
Resources for institutions like AUM that conduct human
subject research and receive federal funding.

• Must consist of at least five, adequately qualified individuals
of adequately diverse and varying backgrounds.

• No member of the IRB may review research for which she has
a conflict of interest, and at least one member must be
unaffiliated with the institution.
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AUM’s IRB

• http://www.aum.edu/sponsored-programs/

institutional-review-board

• Chair: Dr. Glen Ray

• Administrator: Ms. Debra Tomblin

• The committee also includes representatives from each college
and two external members.
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The IRB tree of approval
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CITI registration

http://www.aum.edu/sites/default/files/

Instructions-for-registering-for-CITI.pdf
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The IRB protocol

• In order to receive IRB pre-clearance to proceed with your
research, you must submit a protocol form.

• Protocol forms are submitted to the AUM IRB administrator,
Debra Tomblin (dtomblin@aum.edu).

• The AUM IRB protocol form is available here: t.ly/8txX.
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IRB protocol cover page
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Researchers
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Page 3
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Page 4
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Assurances
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Checklist
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Informed consent (example)
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Informed consent (example cont’d.)
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Conclusion

• Conducting ethical research is not only important to protect
the well-being of human research subjects but also helps to
improve the quality of research.

• Institutional review boards such as the one at AUM exist to
help us maintain the highest ethical standards in human
subject research.
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