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What is the IRB?

The Institutional Review Board is a board, 
committee, or other group formally designated 
by an institution to review, to approve the 
initiation of, and to conduct periodic review of 
research involving human subjects

45 CFR 46

Why do we have an IRB?
o To ensure that we protect the rights of human 

research participants.
oTo comply with federal regulations.
oTo promote research.
oProtect the institution.
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Why (continued)

Because there is a long history of researchers 
behaving badly.

A few examples are: 
• 1932 to 1972 The Tuskegee Syphilis Study. 

Researchers (U.S. Public Health Dept) withheld treatment for syphilis 
for 30 years.

• 1956 to 1980 Willowbrook State School. researchers 
conduct hepatitis experiments on mentally disabled children at They 
intentionally infected subjects with the disease and observed its 
natural progression. The experiments were approved by the New 
York Department of Health.

• Jewish Chronic Disease Study. 1954 to 1965 Elderly 
patients in a nursing home were injected with live cancer cells to 
study how compromised immune systems react.

• Stanley Milgram. 1961 electric shock experiments.

• Zimbardo Stanford prison experiment. 1970

• Conflict of interest. Industry/large donors/political entities can 
influence research outcomes. Fabricating or falsifying data.
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Who is the IRB at AUM?

• Chair:  Dr. Glen Ray
• Administrator:  Debra Tomblin
• Representation from each college:

• Education: Dr. Kate Simmons
• Sciences:  Dr. Ray
• Nursing and Health Sciences:  Dr. Courtney 

Cochran
• Social Sciences & Liberal Arts: Dr. Theresa 

Pelfrey
• Business:  Dr. Zach Jordan

• External Members:
• Kelley Birchfield
• Cheryl Moyer
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CITI: Collaborative Institutional Training Initiative. 
Online training program for researchers. 

https://about.citiprogram.org/en/homepage/

Before you submit your IRB research protocol you must 
complete training in conducting human subjects research.
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Research Team
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Assurances
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Checklist
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Attachments

Appendix A: Informed Consent Forms, 
Assent Forms, etc

Appendix B:  Reference List (Lit Review)

Appendix C: Flyers, advertisements, 
recruitment materials.

Appendix D:  Debriefing form

Others:
• Permission Letters 
• CITI training completion report/s
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Informed Consent 
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Contact the IRB:

Debbie Tomblin, IRB Administrator
dtomblin@aum.edu

244-3250
Library Tower, Room 917

http://www.aum.edu/sponsored-
programs/institutional-review-board

AUM             Faculty & Staff             Research & Grants
Institutional Review Board       
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Historical Documents

The Nuremberg Code, 1947
Legal responsibilities: http://www.hhs.gov/ohrp/archive/nurcode.html  

The Declaration of Helsinki, 1964
Ethical responsibilities  (written by physicians)

http://www.wma.net/en/30publications/10policies/b3/index.html 

The Belmont Report, 1979
Separation of research from practice (written by physicians)
http://www.hhs.gov/ohrp/humansubjects/guidance/belmont.html

Henry Beecher Article, 1966
http://www.hhs.gov/ohrp/archive/documents/BeecherArticle.pdf 
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